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Tournai and the district round it. There Philippe
Mouskes, clerk and chronicler, put into popular verse the
alarums and excursions of the daring overlord which he
had witnessed with dismay and amazement. As close
was the scrutiny of the subjects of the Angevin housa
Robert of Torigny, abbat of S. Michael in peril of the
sea, watched and recorded the beginning of that long
straggle with the young Philip which should give his
beloved Normandy to the FranMsh king.
Among many English chroniclers who wrote of
different periods of the long reign of the son of Louis
"VIL some need special mention. Eichard Fitz-Neal,
bishop of London, and treasurer of Henry IL, was in
possession of information as to all the alliances and the
quarrels between his master and the young Philip; and
Roger of Hoveden, clerk and justice, followed in the
steps of his narration. Both were men who lived close
to the English kings, and who watched with jealous
interest the rising power of their young French rival.
Rarely do they turn aside from their record of fact,
semi-official as indeed it is, to discuss motives or describe
character, but in brief phrases, as well.as in the detailed
account which they give of Philip's movements, they
show the deep interest with which the rise of his power
and the development of his personality were regarded
at the court of the Angevin king. Less of a courtier,
but as dose an observer, was Ralph de Diceto, Dean of
S, Paul's. He was a personal friend of Richard Fitz-Neal,
bishop, treasurer, and annalist: no less well known was
he to William Longchamp and Walter of Coutances,
the ministers of Richard and of John. He is especially
fafl in treating of the life of Philip, not only in his